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Image taken from: Heritage Study of the Orange Grove Waterfall and Surrounding 
Area, Brett McDougall 2018

A perennial waterfall is situated at what was 
known as Death Bend on Louis Botha Avenue 
(where the road turns into Orange Grove from 
Yeoville). 

It is said that years ago, this waterfall was used to 
mark boundaries between neighbouring farms, 
and it is the same waterfall that ushers the river 
into Paterson Park.

The visuals of the mural explore the natural 
environment and plant life of the site. It also 
depicts the changes that the area has gone 
through over the years, and how it has co-existed 
with man-made elements, such as the early tram 
system and Bleloch House.

The waterfall marker is an extension of the S-Bend 
Mural, which forms part of #ArtMyJozi; a 
placemaking through art initiative.

Information on the Waterfall Site and Bleloch House extracted 
from: Heritage Study of the Orange Grove Waterfall and 
Surrounding Area (Author: Brett McDougall)

1. Overview

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/artmyjozi?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBWbYhD5xsW_0onPx59ExPkwAwfhJYywvh3YNixrD8qE__kCKg2bE5PatAZuvL75nIVVfMFjBeRUpb4YVVnZNB49VgChqOqzrzegHQKkGznFDU8di1qRw6j_PVaWgsGk8U3iaDreK_6NGhvDHTLqTY2ZzbKFqAGE5XnOWGzGF28LsxNVR40Girw9meh4O9bSpiI90dhB3mWi3Dj259BBzLbRmcn7Pi8MPEUQN8hOioYU9huPFr231xCBwJAnCTRrVJArNoCf37R1hzUJrr9j4rTLMH8ByJLE3ZbbnOl9YGud9cqwIZULkHv01Z2qO5j3rob9i300tZt_0J1WfoJp4u0Aq44&__tn__=%2ANK-R


The waterfall is situated below Louis 
Botha Avenue, and before the 
#ArtMyJozi intervention it was not 
visible to passers by on the road. As you 
can see in this image, the waterfall was 
hidden behind  a precast wall.

The waterfall originates from three 
small streams around the area, and the 
water runs underneath several 
apartment blocks and neighbourhoods, 
arriving in an open concrete channel on 
the north end of Paterson Park 
(Bodman, 1981). 

Image by Brett McDougall (2018)

2. Waterfall



Bleloch House was constructed in 1938, and 
designed by Theophile Schaerer, an 
architect from Switzerland. 

The house is inspired by Cape Dutch 
architecture, a very prominent style in the 
1930s. 

The house was built for Edith Adelade
Bleloch, wife of William Henry Bleloch, a 
amateur geologist, and became president of 
the South African Institute of Mining and 
Metallurgy in 1956-1957.

The building is currently owned by the City 
of Johannesburg, and is used by Police 
Reservists. 

(Heritage Study of the Orange Grove Waterfall and 
Surrounding Area, McDougall, 2018)

Image by Brett McDougall (2018)

3. Bleloch House



4. Social Media
We made use of the #ArtMyJozi social media platforms as 

both a documentary and archival process.

Below are some screenshots of our social media, with 
comments from the public.





5. Site condition: before

Before the #ArtMyJozi intervention, there was a precast wall obstructing views of the waterfall, as well as overgrown plants and rubble.



The #ArtMyJozi technical team began remedial work on the area, including -
• Precast wall repairs
• Clearing illegal dumping
• Removal of overgrown plants

6. Remedial work



7. Design revisions 



The design for the Waterfall Marker Mural draws on the natural 
landscape, with am emphasis on water as a force for connection and 
growth. 

Key architectural heritage features were also 
included in the design, such as Bleloch house, and 
the old tram station.



Emphasis is placed on the waterfall. Adjoining sides receive large swathes of color which refer to early farmlands of area



In order to increase visibility 
around the waterfall, a 
section of the precast 
wall was removed and a 
Clear Vu fence installed in its 
place. 

This ensured that the 
waterfall was visible to 
passersby.

Sections of the Clear Vu fence in situ

Clear Vu Fence



The Johannesburg Heritage Foundation is installing two 
blue plaques to commemorate the heritage sites along 
this route, namely the Orange Grove Waterfall, and 
Bleloch House. 

We built a plinth for the waterfall plaque to be installed 
against.

8. Heritage Plaques



Blue plaque text supplied by Brett McDougall, Johannesburg Heritage Foundation



9. Implementation and finished details
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